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Learning Venn diagrams through movement
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Greta and her older sister Nora live on an animal farm. One day, Greta asks Nora for help with her homework.  “I don’t understand how to
sort objects into groups that have the same or different qualities”, she tells her sister.

Nora draws two circles on Greta’s notebook, with them overlapping in the middle. “This is a Venn diagram.” she explains. “We can use it
to show how you and I are different and the same.” 
Nora writes her name under one circle and Greta’s name under the other.
Greta responds quickly, “I know how we’re different…I’m younger than you, and you wear glasses while I see perfectly!”

Nora laughs, “Lucky you! Let’s write your qualities in the your circle and mine in my circle to show we’re different.”
In Greta’s circle of the diagram she puts “younger” and in hers she writes “wears glasses”.
“What do we write in the empty part where the circles overlap?” Greta asks, confused.

 “That’s where we write how we’re the same.” Nora explains. 
Greta thinks it over and says, “Hmm, we both have brown hair and like to watch cartoons!”
Nora laughs and writes “have brown hair” and “like to watch cartoons” in the space where the two circles overlap.

“Let’s practice with more examples.” Greta says, excitedly.
Nora draws another Venn diagram, but this time much bigger and on the pavement. She writes “Eats meat” under one circle and “Eats
plants” under the other.
“This diagram is for sorting animals that eat meat or plants. You can act them out and I’ll guess!”

Greta thinks about her horse, Duke, that she rode that morning and their cow Betsy which she milked yesterday. She jumps to the “Eats
plants” circle and does her best horse and cow impressions.
Nora laughs, “You’re pretending to be Duke and Betsy, they love chewing on grass! Now think of animals that eat meat!”
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Greta looks around their farm, but she isn’t sure. Suddenly, she remembers an orange fox that sneaks into their chicken coop every
spring. 
She jumps to the “Eats meat” circle and acts like a sly fox hunting chickens for meat. Nora guesses correctly, then asks, “Can you think of
one more?”.

Greta notices that their cat Oscar has jumped on Nora’s lap to play. She does her best cat impression in the same circle. 
Nora guesses correctly again and says, “Oh, yeah, Oscar hunts for meat, too! He’s always leaping for birds!”
Greta jumps outside the diagram and takes a look at the empty space where the two circles overlap. 
“Since you said that the empty space is for qualities that are the same, do animals that eat both plants and meat go here?” Greta
wonders.

“Bravo, you got it!” Nora cheers for her sister. 
Greta doesn’t need to think very long before she remembers Sparky, her puppy, and Sam, her baby pig. 
She jumps to the space for animals that eat both plants and meat, barking like a puppy and snorting like a pig.
Nora gets it right again: “Pigs and dogs sure aren’t picky eaters – they eat everything from our plates!”
“Thank you for helping me,” Greta says, jumping out of diagram, “but all of this sorting into groups has made me hungry.”

“What’s there to do? It’s still too early to eat.” Nora says.
Greta jumps up, “I know! Let’s make a Venn diagram of all the foods we want to eat for lunch!”
Nora giggles. Now Greta can’t help but see how everything around her can be the same or different!
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Now let’s see how our Greek pupils illustrated this story!Now let’s see how our Greek pupils illustrated this story!
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